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Artist Nicole Sanderson was born and raised in Zimbabwe, and now 
lives at Victoria Falls. Her newest art adventure is with wallpaper 
designs in collaboration with Cara Saven Wallpaper in Cape Town
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Lightning can heat the air it passes through to 50,000 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Nicole Sanderson grew up with an older sister and younger 
brother on a tobacco farm in the eastern highlands of Zimbabwe. 
She describes her upbringing as a joyful one: “With the privilege 

of expansive space and tractors, motorbikes, muddy puddles and two 
very adventurous siblings, my childhood was busy and fabulous. We all 
went to boarding school at the tender age of five, so it was school during 
the week, and sports and farm life on the weekends.” 

Nicole had decided around age 6 or 7, that she’d be an artist. She 
says, “It’s always been a straight-forward career path for me, which I 
later realised was rather rare.” Her family was both creative, and not…
”My mom is an accountant and can barely draw a stick figure,” she 
laughs. “My dad was a farmer - now an agronomist - but he has a little 
creative streak. He likes to use his hands and, in his spare time, does a 
bit of pyrography (burning into wood) - and is forever tinkering. My sister 
owns a handmade tile and ceramic company in Zimbabwe called Burnt 
Earth, and she’s created some of the most spectacular mosaics. And, in 

his spare time, my brother plays in a heavy metal band called Dividing 
the Element.” A grin, “So yes, we are a pretty creative family.” 

After school Nicole studied painting and printmaking at the 
Savannah College of Art and Design, and qualified with a Bachelor in 
Fine Arts in Painting in 2006. She lived and worked in New York, and 
since graduating, she’s travelled and exhibited in the USA, France, China, 
Zambia, and Zimbabwe.

Michelangelo asked Nicole a few leading questions about her art 
and life: 

Tell me about your first sale. How did you begin to sell?  
The first painting I ever sold was at age 10 or 11 to a family friend in 

the farming community in which I grew up. It was a painting of guinea 
fowl on very rustic handmade paper. And how is this for a coincidence? 
She is now my neighbour…but 1 000km on the other side of the country 
some 25years later. Unfortunately she no longer has the painting... 
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Today, what inspires you and your art? 
Gustav Klimt was a great influence in my early teens. It was through 

his paintings that I realised the 'power' of art. His work carries pure 
emotion and holds that very powerful energy. It was my moment of 
realising how meaningful art is. I, of course, follow and admire many 
artists, but the main source of my inspiration comes from my natural 
surroundings, and I try to turn them into the feeling that that gives me. 

Do you have any artists worldwide whose work you admire? 
That list would be endless but I would die for a Meng Tao original. I 

came across his work in China and had the privilege of visiting his studio. 
When viewing art, I gravitate to that where the paint has done as much 
work as the artist has. Meng Tao may be the best example I’ve ever seen 
of that actually? More recently, I have loved following Daniel Bilmes and 
Katie Whipple’s floral painting.  

What are you best known for? 
My paintings of birds. 
What materials do you work with, and is there a reason for that? 
I paint with oil paint on canvas. I have experimented with various 

other mediums but am most comfortable with this one. It is way more 
forgiving that acrylic or watercolour. 

Your art has been printed on fabric/wallpaper?
Yes, I have recently ventured into a range of merchandise using my 

paintings in design, which has been so much fun.  My newest adventure 
with wallpaper designs is in collaboration with Cara Saven Wallpaper 

in Cape Town. She is brilliant and I have been following her work for a 
long time, so I feel really blessed to have my work in her collection this 
year. I also have a small team working on other products which include 
Giclee prints on canvas, a small range of fabrics and buffs, placemats and 
coasters. We have some really fun ideas in the pipeline. 

Do you do commissioned work?
 Yes I do. 
Who buys your art? 
I sell my work locally and internationally. I have my own gallery in 

Victoria Falls at a great little BnB called Shongwe Lookout. The gallery 
spirals up a four story tower with a magnificent 360 degree view of the 
town, the river and the spray from the Victoria Falls. It is a very popular 
sundowner spot! 

Do you have any passions outside of ‘work’? 
I live in Victoria Falls a few kilometres away from the Zambezi River 

so when I am not ‘working’, I spend most of my time on or at the river 
and in the park with my husband and 6 year old daughter and friends. 
My husband is a bush chef aka ‘The Safari Butler’, so cooking in the bush 
is almost as big a part of my life as is painting.  In between these, we love 
to camp, travel, run, cycle and enjoy good wine with great friends. 

Email: nicolesanderson@gmail.com | Tel / Whatsapp : 00263772619007

Before 1913 parents could mail their kids to Grandma’s – 
through the postal service.


